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In... preaching of God’s remedy for sin we must be as specific as possible 
in indicating the answer to the final question such preaching may evoke: 
How do we experience God's forgiveness? Assuredly the answer is the 
apostle’s word to the Philippian jailor: ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus.’’ To 
clarify what “‘believe’’ means will help many who think of it chiefly in 
terms of some intellectual legerdemain, some effort of the will. To show 
them that it means much more than intellectual assent, more to begin 
with than consent to a way of life—that it is trust and obedience—may 
light the way home for the returning one. . . . It also helps . . . to name 
scme of the rungs on the ladder of faith down which the Lord comes and 
up which his child ascends: 


1. Bring to the surface of your mind every failure, every accusing mem- 
ory, every hidden shame. Bring this up decisively. 


2. Turn them all over to Christ. When Saint Jerome, scholar of the 
early church, in a dream offered the Lord his books, his research, his good 
works, these were declined. He heard the Lord say, ‘Jerome, give me your 
sins that | may pardon them.” 


3. Accept Christ’s forgiveness. ‘‘Courage, my son!” said Jesus, ‘your 
sins are forgiven’ (Matt. 9:2, Moffatt). 


4. Go forth in that ‘’full and generous grace which has overflowed” 
into your life to live the life he has offered you; a life forgiving, trusting, 
obedient, and, within the fellowship of the redemmed, engaged “‘in Christ’’ 
to seek and to save others who are lost. 


—DAVID A. MacLENNAN in Entrusted with the Gospel, the Warrick Lectures on Preach- 
ing, just published by Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 











Letters to the Editors 





Teaching Religion in Schools Is Urged 





LaRoe Position Challenged 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I suggest that you reprint this article 
of Inez Robb in an early issue—at least 
the last six paragraphs. 

I am in full accord with this thinking 
and many Christian brethren (ministers 
and laymen) are also. 

I hope you will call this to the attention 
of Mr. Wilbur LaRoe. It seems to me that 
his position is referred to in the next to 
last paragraph when he says religion 
should never be taught in the public 
schools. 

T. E. VEITCH. 
Starkville, Miss. 


THE ROBB PARAGRAPHS 
. . . In New York and elsewhere in 
America moral and spiritual values are 
associated with God. And God cannot be 
trusted in the public schools. 


His influence is at once subversive and 
undemocratic. It could impinge upon the 
right of some small agnostic “to be free 
of supersition,” which would be undemo- 
cratic. Or suppose the God of the one 
sect proved more compelling than the 
God of another. Subversive! 

This, despite the fact there is no inten- 
tion in New York to teach religion in any 
form, but only to emphasize its moral and 
spiritual values. 

I am the first to defend the right of 
the agnostic not to believe. But surely 
the rights of the vast majority of children 
(estimated at 95 per cent) who come 
from religious homes are important, too. 

Do not these rights to some moral guid- 
ance in the schools bulk as large as the 


right of the agnostic’s child from inter- 
ference with his beliefs? 

But it is not the agnostics who have led 
the bitterest fight against the moral code 
in the public schools. The fight has come 
from religious and educational quarters.. 

The great majority of Americans—Prot- 
estants, Catholics and Jews—believe in 
one God. It is tragic that, in an era beg- 
ging for spiritual guidance and moral 
values, they cannot agree upon a yardstick 
that would be valid for all children. 


The White Article—Again 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Are you not having reprints of “Pres- 
byterians and Intellectual Worship of 
God” by Dr. Lynn T. White (OUTLOOK, 
June 25)? 

It is a masterpiece—something that 
every Presbyterian should have. I would 
not part with my copy, but I have friends 
who would appreciate having it too.... 

ARKANSAS. 


One or Three Installations? 
To THE EpITor: 

When a pastor to be installed in a 
three-church field in our presbytery re- 
cently asked for approval of one installa- 
tion service for all three churches, the 
three congregations meeting in the same 
place for the service, he was advised to 
follow a procedure approved as valid by 
the General Assembly. 

But there are Assembly deliverances 
that are not entirely clear on this point. 
For instance, if a man is to be ordained 
and installed in a three-church field, he is 
not ordained three times. 


Just a few of many features 


Outlook 
Excluswes 
Nowhere else were you able 
to read, so early if at all, these 
feature articles or reports (from 
among many others) during the 
past year: 
WHAT ABOUT THE FAITH HEAL- 
ERS? Sept. 19 
STATUS OF WOMEN, Oct. 10, 17 
HOLMES, CO., MiISS., INCIDENT, 
Oct. 17 and later 


THE MINISTER IN THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN CHURCH, W. L. Carson, Apr. 
9 


“THEY THAT SOW THE WIND” 
(Bible Presbyterians Repudiate Mc- 
Intire), May 7 


EVERYBODY A DOCTOR!—results of 
a poll, June 4 


MINISTER IN COURT, June 4 
THE U. P. VOTE FOR UNION, July 2 


SCHISMATICS AT WORK IN BRAZIL, 
July 30, and this issue 

MONTREAT ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROBLEMS, August 13 


—and many more, plus regular fea- 
tures like the LaRoe, Foreman and 
Thompson pages. 


Your Outlook sub- 
Acription is valuable 











From California: 


South Dakota: 


Brookings. 
Delaware: 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th Street 
Richmond 19, Virginia 


“‘My warm and hearty appreciation for the magnificent job the 
editors are doing with The Presbyterian Outlook. 
and helpful church weekly that crosses my desk.’’—Beverly Hills. 


“Your publication continues excellent. 
you have made the jack-pot with me—something on every page to clip and save.’’— 


_ De “Your paper is much appreciated for it keeps me informed about the 
live issues in the church, both U. S. and USA. Best of wishes.’’—Wilmington. 


New York: “| always find your paper most interesting and stimulating. | par- 
ticularly admire the restraint and goodwill and firmness with which you handle the 
many questions relating to the mutual relationships of white and colored.’’—New 
York Mills. 

en enna Sat ana nen irey a eee era rnT es 


Special Introductory Offer at One Half Price 


(for N-E-W subscribers only) 


Please send me The Presbyterian Outlook for the next year for 


It is the most fruitful, forthright 


Twice within the last year 





City, Zone, State 


only $2.50. | do not now receive the paper. (This introductory offer 
to _ subscribers saves you $2.50 on the annual $5 subscription 
price. 

( ) $2.50 herewith ( ) Bill the church ( ) Bill me 
NAME Address 








Send the bill to 
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A congregation does not meet for an 
installation service; only the presbytery’s 
commission does... . 

Isn’t it time that an up-do-date deliver- 
ance of the Assembly be requested on 
this matter? Would not one installation 
service for a multiple field, held anywhere 
within the field, be the full equivalent of 
the one service in a one-church field? It 
should be understood, of course, that the 
answers to the presiding minister and 
their pledge of support, should be given 
by each congregation separately. 


N. P. FARRIor. 
Pink Hill, N. C. 


NOTE—It would seem that the Presby- 
terian, U. S. committee studying the re- 
vision of the Book of Church Order might 
be asked to look into this question. Eds. 


Dr. Thompson’s Message 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your August 13 OvTLOOK was outstand- 
ing. I think all new ministers should 
have a copy of it even if they do not take 
it. The cover article, “We Are Dealing 
With God,” should be before all ministers 
—read and re-read. Are you going to 
have any reprints of it?... 


ELIZABETH BECKNELL. 
Hot Springs, Ark. 


NOTE—Yes, reprints are available at 
12 for 25¢ (minimum); 50 or more, 
1¢ each. 


rivileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 


Publishers Inc, 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week Dec 1- 
ephone 2-9492; night 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. . . oo 
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Schismatic Leader Is 
Deposed in Brazil 


MclIntire-Backed Guerios 
Is Put Out of Ministry 


Schismatic efforts originating in this 
country have brought about deposition of 
a former leading minister of Brazil, as 
his presbytery has taken its strongest 
possible action in putting him out of the 
ministry (OUTLOOK, July 30). 

Dr. Israel] Gueiros, a physician and 
minister, has been ousted from the min- 
istry and a loyal faction of his church 
is being supported by the presbytery in 
all claims to the property of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Recife. 

Supporting and being supported by the 
Bible Presbyterian leader in this country, 
Carl McIntire, Dr. Gueiros was deposed 
just after the recent visit to Brazil by 
McIntire. Dr. Gueiros, earlier this year, 
had made a trip to the U. S. A. to seek 
financial help in establishing a funda- 
mentalist seminary patterned after the 
Bible Presyterian institution in this coun- 
try and McIntire efforts were also used 
to help him establish a paper in Brazil 
like the Christian Beacon which Mc- 
Intire heads. 

Steps in the presbytery action in Brazil 
were as follows: 

The presbytery discussed the issue all 
one night, finally adjourning at 5:00 a.m. 
It sent a letter to the elders and dis- 
sident members of Gueiros’ church, re- 
minding them of their solemn vows which 
they took at ordination or as church mem- 
bers and pointing out to them that if they 
sought to leave the church, as they had 
threatened, they would lose the church 
property. 

Gueiros did not allow them to see the 
letter from the presbytery but sent it 
back. 

On the following Sunday afternoon 35 
loyal members of the congregation signed 
a petition to the presbytery, seeking recog- 
nition by the presbytery as the true 
church. The group included three elders 
and two deacons, with one of the elders 
being a kinsman of Gueiros. Other names 
are being added to the list from among 
the congregation. 


On the day the loyal group was to meet, 
Gueiros broadcast radio warnings every 
five minutes or so, telling people not 
to go to the meeting, that it was not legal. 

On August 15 the presbytery recon- 
vened, meeting until 4:00 a.m. the next 
morning. This meeting resulted in ab- 


PRESBYTERIAN, USA, SCHOLARSHIPS 
ARE AWARDED TO 50 H. S. GRADUATES 


Fifty Presbyterian, USA, high school 
graduates have won the first college schol- 
arships ever offered in the 250-year his- 
tory of their church. 

The winners come from 19 states, with 
Pennsylvania in the lead with six, fol- 
lowed by five each from Minnesota, Iowa 
and Ohio; four each from Texas and New 
Jersey; three from Washington; and two 
each from Indiana, Kansas, Oregon, Mis- 
souri and New York. 

Eleven of the fifty are sons or daugh- 
ters of ministers. 


The awards range in value from $100 
to $1,000 a year and are based upon the 
recipient’s financial needs. They may 
be used at any of the 41 Presbyterian 
USA colleges across the nation. They 
are renewable if a student maintains a 
superior college record. 


College Board Exams 

The tests were based not only on aca- 
demic ability as measured by test scores 
on the Scholastic Aptitude Test of the 
College Entrance Examination Board, 
but also on their leadership potential as 
demonstrated by service in church, school 
and community. The test for next year’s 
competitors will be given in October, 
1956. 

Competitors for the scholarships must; 
(1) have been members of the Presbv- 
terian Church USA for at least one year; 
(2) rank in the top third of his or her 
class during the junior year in high 
school; and (3) be eligible for gradua- 
tion from high school the next January 
or June. 


Two bases are used in making these 
scholarship awards, one regional and the 
other national. Twenty-five of the schol- 
arships are awarded on the basis of five 
each to the five defined regions of the 





solute deposition of Gueiros from the 
ministry. 

Gueiros announced his intention to 
appeal to the synod but the presbytery 
declared that it would go directlv to the 
General Assembly, asking confirmation 
of its action. 


Next day, when the church’s anniver- 
sary celebration was held, there were two 
meetings, one in the church claimed by 
the Gueiros party and another by the 
lovalists in a nearby church, led by a 
new pastor appointed to serve this group. 


church. The other 25 are awarded on a 
national basis without regard to the com- 
petitor’s geographical location. 


The 50 winners for this year are as 
announced : 


David Lee Ackerman, Fredericktown, 
Ohio. 
Frank Weir Baker, Hanover, Indiana. 
Douglas Clyde Burger, Farmington, 
Maine. 
Margaret Ann Chambers, Red Oak, Iowa. 
Katherine Jane Copeland, Fort Smith, 
Ark. 
Marilyn Blanche Cross, Jewett, Ohio. 
Bryant Lewis Cureton, Washington, N.J. 
Shirley Hester Flint, Dows, Iowa. 
Susan Kay Gilmore, Walla Walla, Wash. 
Bruce Russell Glenn, Albert Lea, Minn. 
Marcia Hope Hammond, Athens, Pa. 
Sharon E. Hannum, Amarillo, Tex. 
Marda Kay Heffner, Palisades Park, N.J. 
Sue Henderson, Pierceton, Indiana. 
James Robert Harrington, Abilene, Tex. 
Mary Evelyn Hetzel, Anacortes, Wash. 
Marcia Foster Hicks, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Judith E. Holliday, Mercer, Pa. 
Gary Evan Ireland, Parsons, Kansas. 
Sandra M. Johnson, Laona, Wisconsin. 
Elizabeth R. Johnston, Pleasantville, Pa. 
Betty Sterling Jones, Fairbury, Neb. 
Paul Wendell Knoll, Oregon City, Ore. 
John Lindsay Kurtz, La Plata, Mo. 
Nancy Jane Lang, Azusa, California. 
Gary Dean Larson, Clay Center, Kans. 
David Edward MacLean, Lytton, Iowa. 
Anne Claire Matheny, Blackduck. Minn. 
Elizabeth W. McCracken, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
Susan R. McNeill, West Africa. 
Mary Hale Meyer, Deerwood, Minn. 
Barbara Alice Nelson, Bottineau, N. Dak. 
Ralph D. O’Dell, Brownfield, Texas. 
Suzanne E. Pierce, North Hills, Pa. 
Joan M. Rajala, Kelso, Washington. 
Carol Frances Riemer, Auburn, N. Y. 
Clara Linnie Roy, Elmira, N. Y. 
Dorraine Marie Schaak, Hopkins, Minn. 
Byron E. Shafer, Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio. 
Sandra Kay Shaw, North Canton, Ohio. 
Elizabeth Ann Snelbaker, Pitman, N.J. 
Benjamin R. Timmerman, Warrensburg, 
Mo. 
Robert Hardy Trickey, Deep River, Ia.. 
Gail M. Waters, Williamsport, Pa. 
Andrea Wells, Jackson, Minnesota. 
Thomas J. Wilbanks, Canyon, Texas. 
Jo Ellen Wilson, Portland, Oregon. 
Nancy Wimbish, Portsmouth, Ohio. 
Lewis E. Wood, Haddon Heights, N.J. 
Karen Ann Woodard, Alma, Michigan. 





Whatever happens . 
do not miss 


Dr. Foreman’s feature, page 9 
“THE PRIESTS OF MILETTA” 

















Required of Teachers 
Physical Examsto Be 


RACINE, Wis. (RNS)—School officials 
here rejected a request by five teachers 
for exemption on religious grounds from 
a regular physical examination required 
by the Board of Education. 

Although the teachers did not identify 
their religion, they said such an examina- 
tion is contrary to their religious beliefs. 
Last year the board denied a similar re- 
quest from a Christian Scientist group. 

In rejecting the recent plea, school 
commissioners pointed out that Wiscon- 
sin law permits physical examinations 
and said they consider such tests the only 
way in which it can be determined 
whether or not a teacher suffers from, or 


ANY QUE 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook. Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Ernest 
Trice Thompson, church history professor at 
Union Seminary (Va.) and Outlook co-editor; 
Wm. B. Oglesby, also of the Union Seminary 
faculty; and Wade H. Boggs, Jr., Assembly's 
Training School professor. 


ECUMENICAL CHURCH 
Are we getting nearer to or farther 
away from an ecumenical church? 
THOMPSON: The words means uni- 
versal, or extended throughout the earth, 
and I suppose the questioner means are 
we getting near to or farther away from 
a universal, or world church that will 
include the major part of Christendom. 
I will say this—in August, 1954, dele- 
gates from 160 churches from approxi- 
mately 50 countries gathered in Evan- 
ston, Ill., for the second meeting of the 
World Council of Churches. The Ro- 
man Catholic Church, including probably 
45% of the world’s Christians was not 
represented; some of the Orthodox 
churches were not represented—especial- 
ly those behind the Iron Curtain. 
MopeERATOR: Let’s see what you mean 
by Orthodox—the Greek Orthodox ? 
THoMpsoN: That is correct. We gen- 
erally divide world Christendom into the 
three major divisions—Roman Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox and Protestant. The 
Roman Catholic church was not repre- 
sented there. Some of the Orthodox 
churches were there, some were not. The 
Southern Baptist Convention and _ the 
Missouri Synod Lutherans also declined 
to attend. Most of the other important 
Protestant bodies throughout the world 
were represented. I would say that these 
160 churches are drawing steadily closer 
in understanding and in fellowship. They 
are extending the area of cooperation. 
They are exploring the points which hold 
them apart, but they are not likely in the 


4 


is a carrier of, a communicable disease 
harmful to children. 


On Far Eastern Tour 

Eugene Daniel, candidate secretary for 
the Presbyterian U.S. Board of World 
Missions, and Bluford Hestir, director 
of publicity for the General Council, will 
makes a six-weeks trip tothe mission fields 
in the Orient. Mr. Daniel will serve the 
needs of missionaries and particularly the 
requirements for personnel serving in 
Korea, Japan and Taiwan, while Mr. 
Hestir will seek to help develop skills in 
reporting the work of missions to the 
church and will prepare stories on some 
of the activities now underway. 

The two will leave in September, re- 
turning in time to report to the Nashville 
Board in November. 


STIONS? 


near future, if ever, in my judgment, to 
come together in one organic body. There 
is a growing spiritual unity and for 
that we have a right to be grateful. 

MopERATOR: Some people raise the 
question about the World Council itself 
and they feel that one of its chief ob- 
jectives is to bring about organic union 
of the churches. What about that? 

THompson: The World Council is 
engaged in exploring matters of faith and 
order on which the churches are divided. 
But this is only one of its many impor- 
tant activities. ‘The World Council does 
not seek to bring about the organic union 
of any of its constituent bodies. 


SECOND COMING 

What is the idea of the second com- 
ing of Christ? Will he appear in per- 
son and will he be a modern man, or 
a man of 2,000 years ago? 

Boccs: As I understand it, the New 
Testament refers not merely to the sec- 
ond coming of Christ, it refers to many 
comings of Christ. It states, for ex- 
ample, in the 14th chapter of John that 
Christ will come at the occasion of the 
death of each believer, that he has pre- 
pared many mansions for us, that he 
will come and take us again at that time 
to be with himself. Another coming 
referred to in the New Testament is in 
important historical crises—for example, 
it is stated that Christ came in power 
following the destruction of Jerusalem, 
when his followers were scattered to the 
four winds (Luke 21:20-27). And then 
there is the third type of reference to 
another coming of Christ, his coming at 
the end of history, and the statement of 
Luke (Acts 1:11) is that he will come 
in like manner as we have seen him go. 
That is about the only clue that we have 
as to the manner of his coming. 

OcLEsBy: This information is not 
revealed to us in the Scripture, and any- 
thing we think is speculation. 





| Wits: tothe Ste: 


Politics. As we have said before, this 
column is non-political. But we rejoice 
that our democratic machinery produces 
such high-grade nominees as Adlai Ste- 
venson and Dwight Eisenhower. Politics 
is often far too cheap, as are also many 
politicians, but America seems to take 
very seriously the naming of men for her 
highest office. 

Cheapness. Yet it is a shame that 
some political conventions must be so 
nearly like a circus. According to the 
Washington Daily News delegates to the 
Democratic convention behaved in such 
a manner that “you never saw so many 
funny hats and noise-makers this side of 
New Year’s eve. Our photographer caught 
two women demonstrators smoking 
cigars.” 

Mezhdunarodanya Kniga. Believe 
it or not, a Russian State book monopoly 
with this unpronouncable name is now 
exporting Bibles. Some of them have 
reached eager buyers in New York. They 
are said to be printed on excellent paper 
and in a form authorized by the Russian 
Orthodox Church. Is not a Christian 
entitled to rejoice a bit at seeing the Bible 
break through the Iron Curtain with the 
approval of an atheistic government? 

1.C.C. on Race Prejudice. The In- 
terstate Commerce Commission, which has 
an enviable record for public service, says 
in a recent decision: ‘‘Disadvantage to 
a traveler who is assigned accommoda- 
tions . so designated as to imply his 
inherent inferiority . . . must be regarded 
as unreasonable. . . . Also he is entitled 
to be free of annoyances, some petty and 
some substantial, which inevitably ac- 
company segregation.” 

Here Is Danger. At what time in 
history was there a greater threat to 
Christianity? The Suez issue is a mere 
catalyst which brings to the surface the 
long-smoldering resentment by the brown- 
skinned races against the West. In India 
an official report implies that Christian 
missionaries are western spies. The West 
may yet pay an awful price for its 
colonialism and race prejudice. 

Sign of Progress. For perhaps the 
first time in history the Statler Hotel in 
Washington is filled with Negroes, part 
of a Masonic convention estimated at 
15,000. 

Let Us Weep. It is hard to believe 
that a great sovereign state in the world’s 
finest democracy has decided to appeal 
to the courts to try to enlist support for 
its un-Christian determination to force 
segregation upon Negroes in public con- 
veyances. 

Wetness. “The driver is safer when 
the roads are dry; the roads are safer 
when the driver is dry.” —Sunshine Mag- 
azine. 
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Issues at Stake in Arab-Israeli Tensions 


GREAT MANY people, bewildered 

by the complicated issues involved 
in present-day Palestine, often ask the 
question, “What is the shouting—and 
the shooting—all about?” The follow- 
ing outline is an endeavor to set forth, 
as simply as the complexity of the issues 
and emotions in the case allow, the main 
points in the claims made by Israel and 
the Arabs. No attempt is made to trace 
the history of the Jewish people or of the 
Arab peoples, nor to relate the story of 
the development of the Zionist movement 
or of the course of events in the lands 
of the Middle East in the past half-cen- 
tury, nor to describe the geographical, 
strategic, and commercial importance of 
this area of the world. 

Most Americans have a _ reasonably 
good general understanding of these fac- 
tors, but are puzzled by the detailed 
aspects of current Arab-Israeli tensions. 
What are the claims? Is there any pos- 
sible peaceful solution ? 





Israel Claims 


1. The historic origin of the Jewish 
people in Palestine and their traditional 
attachment to the sacred land of their 
ancestors make appropriate the creation 
in Palestine of a modern Jewish home- 
land. 

2. The Balfour Declaration in 1917, 
later incorporated into the League of 
Nations Mandate in Palestine, expressed 
the favorable view of the British govern- 
ment toward the establishment in Pales- 
tine of a national home for tht Jewish 
people. This declaration lends an inter- 
national sanction to the creation of the 
State of Israel. 

3. The persecutions and massacres of 
Jewish people in Europe by the Nazi 
regime and during the Second World 
War created an obligation of humani- 
tarian mercy in the direction of a haven 
of refuge and safety in a Jewish national 
state. 

4. The United Nations decree of No- 
vember 29, 1947, authorized the creation 
in a partitioned Palestine of a Jewish 
state. 

5. Arab opposition to the United Na- 
tions decree and armed hostility by neigh- 
boring Arab states against the new state 
of Israel render void any Arab claim to 
adjudication in exact terms o fthe United 
Nations decree. This likewise fixes upon 
the Arab countries the responsibility for 
the dispossessed Arab residents of Pales- 
tine. 

6. Continuing Arab hostility and the 
economic boycott by the Arab countries 
against Israel have necessitated Israel’s 
appeals for military and economic aid 


DR. JOHNSON is Field Representative in the 
Near East for the Presbyterian USA Board of 
Foreign Missions. 
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LINES—Barbed wire marks-off dis- 
tinct areas. 


from other nations. Against the back- 
ground of feudal oppression of the down- 
trodden masses in Arab lands, Israel’s 
example as a progressive democracy con- 
stitutes a needed stimulant and a valu- 
able challenge. 


Justified Reprisals 


7. Arab infiltration and hostility in 
contravention of the armistice agreements 
justify reprisals in self-defense on the 
part of Israel. 

8. Recent provision of additional mili- 
tary armaments to Arab countries by 
Communist-bloc sources necessitates on 
the part of Israel an appeal for more 
arms and security guarantees from west- 
ern nations. 

9. The fundamental basis of Israel’s 
nationhood calls for a policy of unlimited 
immigration to Israel of Jewish people 
from anywhere in the world. 

10. The present territorial extent of 
Israel, achieved under the UN partition 
plan and in the arbitrament of war which 
the Arab countries chose as their course 
of action in 1948, is necessary for Is- 
rael’s well-being as a nation, and no 
territorial concessions other than minor 
balanced rectifications of the present 
boundaries will be considered by Israel. 

11. Acceptance by Israel of Arab 
Palestinians in repatriation to their 
former homes, since they are now in 
effect representative agents of enemy 
countries, would be contrary to the se- 
curity interests of Israel. 

12. Israel stands ready at any time 
to engage in direct talks and negotiations 
with her Arab neighbors with a view 
to the achievement of a permanent place. 


Arab Claims 


1. Arab peoples have occupied and 
inhabited Palestine continuously under 
one government or another for more than 
1300 years. Simultaneous promises of 
equal weight with the Balfour Declara- 
tion were made to the Arabs that after 


being freed from the Turkish Empire 
Palestine should become an independent 
Arab state. Historic tradition provides 
the Arabs with a far longer, more recent, 
and more valid claim to Palestine than 
is the case for the Jewish people. 

2. The Balfour Declaration specifically 
does not define ‘‘a national home for the 
Jewish people” in terms of separate poli- 
tical statehood, and official British state- 
ments subsequently made clear that the 
Declaration did not mean political state- 
hood. The second sentence of the Bal- 
four Declaration explicitly states that “it 
is clearly understood that nothing shall 
be done which may prejudice the civil 
and religious rights of existing non- 
Jewish communities in Palestine.” 

3. The Arab peoples share the sense 
of outrage and sympathy in connection 
with the Nazi treatment of the Jewish 
people in Europe, but do not believe that 
this constitutes any right or claim to the 
alienation of Palestinian territory, held 
in trust for its inhabitants under inter- 
national authority, for the purpose of 
creating a separate political state. 

4. The United Nations in decreeing the 
political division of Palestine acted in 
contravention of principles of interna- 
tional law and justice, and the self-de- 
termination of territories in accordance 
with the will of their inhabitants, as con- 
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LINES—tThe British Mandate for 
Palestine, October, 1946, based upon 
the Balfour Declaration of 1917. 








ISRAELI—On both sides of the struggle children are 


caught between rival forces. 


houses at Kibbutz Givat-Brenner. 


tained in the United Nations’ own 
charter. The Arabs feel fully justified 
in their unwillingness to assent to this 
injustice. No established sovereign na- 
tion in the world would have permitted 
the alienation of any part of its territory 
to provide immigrant refugees with a sep- 
arate foreign political state. 

5. Before May 15, 1948, when Israel 
was proclaimed as a state, and the first 
entry into Palestine of armies of other 
Arab countries occurred, Zionist armed 
forces had already started the war, attack- 
ing and occupying several cities, such as 
Acre and Jaffa, in territory assigned to 
the Arab State. Zionist terrorism and 
Israeli non-cooperation with the author- 
ity of the United Nations, together with 
the more general prior aggression in the 
form of the imposition of an alien po- 
litical state in Palestine, are the cause, 
far more than Arab opposition, of chaos 
and tension in Palestine, and of the dis- 
possession and exile of the 900,000 Pales- 
tinian Arabs who are now refugees. 


UN Responsibility 

6. These refugees, created by circum- 
stances attendant upon UN action in 
decreeing the political division of Pales- 
tine, are a responsibility of the United 
Nations, and have been so acknowledged 
by resolutions of the UN. Cooperation 
by Israel as well as by the Arab coun- 
tries in implementing these resolutions 
and in settling the refugees is required. 

7. Procurement of additional arma- 
ments by the Arab countries from any 
available practical source has been neces- 
sitated by (1) professed dreams of fur- 
ther expansion by Israel and its continu- 
ing policy of unlimited immigration, and 
(2) intermittent incidents of border 
strife provoked by Israel in violation of 
the armistice agreements. Whereas Is- 
rael has been censured four times by the 
Security Council for organized military 
attacks upon its neighbors, no Arab State 
has been so censured. Israel’s doctrine of 
retaliation has been strongly repudiated 


Here are some of the 
Israelis, born in the Kibbutz, in front of the children’s 





ARAB—These are students of the II| elementary Arab 
reading class at Karameh Camp School for boys in 
the Jordan Valley. These boys are eager to learn and 


absenteeism is practically unknown. 


by almost every member of the Security 
Council. 

8. Israel represents a continuing dan- 
ger to the surrounding Arab countries 
in that it is not simply another Middle 
Eastern nation but is an outpost of the 
world movement of political imperialism 
known as Zionism. Israel’s intrusive 
presence constitutes the chief handicap 
to stable democratic governments and 
udvancing social progress in Arab lands. 

9. The Arab countries refuse to accord 
official recognition to a state of Israel 
until a full peace settlement on the basis 
of UN resolutions is effected, territorial 
adjustments are agreed upon and per- 
manent boundaries delineated, and the 
refugee problem is settled. Among the 
UN resolutions are reiterated directions 
for the internationalization of Jerusalem 
and its environs. The Arab countries, 
including Jordan, have proclaimed their 
willingness to cooperate in this matter. 
Israel has refused. 

10. The Arab governments consider 
that in the absence of a fully implemented 
settlement on the basis of UN decisions, 
Israel is as yet an unfinished product, 
with which direct international negotia- 
tion is not possible. Despite agreement 
of both Arab governments and _ Israel 
on the acceptability of the UN partition 
resolution as a basis for discussion (Pro- 
tocol of Lausanne, May 12, 1949), Israel 
has since declared that it will not re- 
patriate the Arab refugees, will not re- 
linquish the part of the Jerusalem area 
which it now holds, and will not give 
up any of the territory it now occupies. 

Israel has in effect prejudiced any 
negotiations in advance by dictating these 
negative conditions, whereas the Arab 
governments are willing to negotiate on 
the basis of the very UN resolutions 
which created Israel as a separate entity, 
and have never been repealed. The Arab 
countries accordingly refuse to accord to 
Israel a de facto recognition by direct 
negotiations and insist upon any arbi- 


tration taking place under the sponsor- 
ship of the United Nations and on the 
basis of the various UN resolutions. 


Possible Steps Toward a Solution: 

Inasmuch as the United Nations in 
1947 assumed the authority for dealing 
with the problems of conflicting interests 
in Palestine, and since in the sequel of 
UN actions with regard to this area no 
directly negotiated peace settlement be- 
tween the opposing parties is possible, it 
is incumbent upon the United Nations 
to exercise the responsibility for super- 
vising the achievement of peace. Through 
the methods of arbitration, adjudication, 
or conference which may be adopted by 
the UN, the starting point, although not 
necessarily the end result, of satisfac- 
tory negotiations should be the existing 
UN resolutions which are on record. 

However, as the years have gone by, 
and member nations of the UN have 
shown little disposition to enforce the 
UN’s decree or to care for human suf- 
fering which followed in the wake of 
those decrees, the Arab nations are less 
likely to accept such a basis or starting 
point for discussion. Indeed, these na- 
tions become less favorable to discussion 
at all as a means of settlement. There 
are some who believe that it may already 
be too late for any arbitrary peaceful 
solution of the Palestine problem. 

It is evident that no effective program 
of peace settlement is possible without 
(1) a mood of cooperation to this end on 
the part of the non-Middle-Eastern mem- 
ber nations of the UN, (2) a forceful 
determination by the UN and its members 
to produce just, humanitarian settle- 
ments, together with as large a consid- 
eration as possible for the national dig- 
nity and independence of the Middle 
Eastern countries involved, (3) an atti- 
tude of cooperation and good will on 
the part of the Middle Eastern nations, 
and (4) the provision by some of the 
larger member nations of the UN of fi- 
nancial investments or other forms of aid 
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which may be involved in assisting in 
programs of constructive rehabilitation 
attendant upon the peace agreements. 

Given these prerequisite conditions for 
the achievement of peaceful solutions, the 
following steps are indicated: 

1. Territorial adjustments in Palestine 
which will contribute most constructively 
and in balanced fashion to (a) settlement 
of refugees, (b) economic development, 
(c) political and strategic arrangements, 
and (d) religious pilgrimage and devo- 
tion. Although the hastily and illogically 
drawn lines of the 1947 UN partition 
plan may be the starting point of nego- 
tiation, neither these lines nor the for- 
tuitous fighting fronts which have been 
the temporary armistice lines should be 
thought of as the necessary end of satis- 
factory territorial agreements. 

2. Settlement of the Palestine Arab 
refugees, the group which constitutes the 
particular responsibility of the United 
Nations. These settlements may include: 
(a) some repatriation to territory within 
Israel, (b) some repatriation to territory 
which has been temporarily held by Is- 
rael but would by agreement be within 
Arab states or an internationally admin- 
istered area in the future, (c) settlement 
in Arab states, (d) settlement in other 
countries of the world, (e) arrangements 
by the UN for the care in special asylums 
of certain aged, infirm, or other “hard- 
core”’ cases. 

3. In connection with refugee resettle- 
ment, a program of compensation and 
property indemnification for those who 
have lost and cannot reclaim their homes 
or property. 

4. In response to a solution of the fore- 
going issues which shall be satisfactory 
to the Arab nations, but not before, recog- 
nition of the state of Israel by the various 
Arab nations. 

5. Mutually advantageous economic 
arrangements, including (a) lifting of 
the Arab boycott against Israel, (b) co- 
operation in use of common water sup- 
plies, (c) free ports or free passage of 
goods as may be agreed upon. 

6. Arrangements for free access and 
pilgrimage to holy places by persons of 
all religious faiths. 

7. Firm international security guaran- 
tees, leading to the release for construc- 
tive purposes of funds formerly devoted 
to military armaments. 


What Is the Alternative? 


Although compromises, concessions, 
and commitments as outlined above, and 
agreed upon in negotiations leading to 
peace, may seem very great to all parties 
involved, the alternative would undoubt- 
edly be far more costly to all, namely, 
that of continuing hostility, progressive 
human degradation, the exclusion of 
constructive social progress, an acceler- 
ated armaments race, and probably even- 
tual destructive conflict which could 
easily spread from a Middle Eastern 


SEPTEMBER 3, 1956 


Ecumenical Conversation 2 


THE CHURCH’S UNITY IN CHRIST 


The first step 

If there is any conviction on which 
Christians agree it is the assurance that 
“The church’s one foundation is Jesus 
Christ her Lord” and that this one foun- 
dation alone can suffice for the one 
church. But it is not so simple to decide 
concretely what this oneness actually 
means for us in our divided state. What 
does it mean? 

“As we seek to draw closer to Christ 
we come closer to one another... . Because 
we believe in Jesus Christ we believe also 
in the church as the Body of Christ... . 
His way is the church’s way. He calls, he 
sends, he judges. The shape of his life 
is the shape of the church’s life. The mys- 
tery of his life is the mystery of the 
church’s life . . . (Lund Report). 

Discussion: Can we measure our mu- 
tual distance from Christ by measuring 
our distance from one another? If so, 
just how far does our separateness as 
churches separate us from him who made 
Jew and Gentile one? Can we suppose 
that Jesus Christ is content with our di- 
visions? If not, must not we all accept 
his condemnation? If he brings us to 
repentance over our divisions, must not 
our repentance take at least two forms 
of action: (1) a renewed study of the 
Bible to learn what sort of unity Jesus 
Christ demands of his people? (2) co- 
operative efforts to overcome divisions 
which we have too long tolerated? 


The second step 

When we begin to think together about 
the ways in which Jesus Christ demands 
of us a deeper concern for the unity of his 
church, we become aware of the resources 
which he gives us even in our divided 
state. He is already at work among us, 
overcoming divisions by his oneness. But 
how? 

“Christ of his love and grace has given 
his church such gifts as it needs for its 
growth from unity to unity. The gifts 
are severally and together none other than 
Christ himself. . . . He has given his 
Spirit. ... He has given apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers. ... He 
has given the Scriptures, the preaching 
of the Word, Baptism and Eucharist... . 
He has given the church the gift and 
power of prayer. .. . He has given it faith 
and hope and love, that in its own life a 
new and divine unity shall be manifest in 
decds, and that its service to the world 
shall be both a manifestation of unity and 
a summons to it.” (Evanston Report) 

Discussion: At Evanston, delegates 
agreed on this statement of the gifts 
which Christ gives to his church. Is this 
list accurate? Complete? Can any de- 
nomination claim a monopoly on any of 
these gifts? Can a gift be possessed 
without being shared? What responsi- 





locale to involve the entire globe, and 
lead to the burial at least for many gen- 
erations of the dreams and hopes of 
civilized humanity. 


bility does each gift lay upon each 
church? Can churches in our locality 
manifest these gifts except by united life 
and action? Do our divisions indicate 
that we really give greater weight to other 
things than these gifts? If so, what are 
these other things which outweigh the 
gifts of the Spirit? 


The third step 

All of Christ’s gifts carry with them 
the urgent obligation to obey him, and 
thus to use the gifts in his service. We 
cannot thank him for his gifts without 
allowing his will for unity to rule our 
wills. But what does this mean in terms 
of specific actions? At Evanston, the 
answer was given in these terms: 

“Christ has made us one by breaking 

down walls of partition. We are never- 
theless disunited as churches. How are 
we to act in the obedience of faith and 
hope in our one Lord? ... We all ought 
to: 

—listen together in the midst of our 
disunity to our one Lord speaking to 
us through Holy Scripture... 

—consider frankly the influence of so- 
cial and cultural differences upon the 
matters of faith and order which cause 
divisions ... 

—speak the truth in love with one an- 
other and practice that love towards 
those with whom we disagree... 

—learn afresh the implications of the 
one Baptism for our sharing in the 
one Eucharist... 

—seek to acknowledge beyond the 
bounds of our own church each min- 
istry that preaches the gospel of recon- 
ciliation ... 

—discover the meaning of the ministry 
of the laity for Christian unity... 

—bear witness together to the gospel of 
him who has already overcome our 
sins and divisions and who graciously 
uses sinners as his servants... .” 


Discussion: At Evanston, the delegates 
listed these seven things, among others, 
which we must do together as acts of 
obedience to our one Lord. Does your 
group understand all seven? Agree with 
all seven? Which of the seven is most 
difficult to implement? 


Readings 

Report of Evanston Faith and Order 
Section; Lund Conference Report; Mis- 
sions under the Cross, pp. 188-194; books 
by Minear, Nygren, Best, Bonhdffer. 


Projects 


(1) An analysis of the creeds, prayers, 
hymns and liturgies in current use to 
discover how they express the unity be- 
tween Christ and the Church. 

(2) A group study of the Bible, seek- 
ing to discover the relation between 
Christ and His Church in John 13-17; 
Acts 1-4; Romans 9-11; I Cor. 12-15; 
Hebrews 10-13; I Peter; Revelation 1-3. 

(3) A report and discussion of one of 
the books listed above. 
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EDITORIAL 


Common Investing Fund 


The United Lutherans are finding their 
Common Investing Fund to be of great 
value to their church. 

Now, after 28 months of operation, the 
value of the stock has risen from $10 
to $13.11 per share and dividends are 
being paid. 

This fund, with shares held by the de- 
nomination, its boards, agencies, synods, 
congregations, colleges, seminaries, 
church-owned and operated institutions, 
amounts to more than $4,000,000. Dur- 
ing a recent quarter it received for in- 
vestment $181,000 from ten new sub- 
scribers, all United Lutheran congrega- 
tions. 

With direction and resources available 
which could not be enjoyed by small in- 
stitutions or churches, this procedure 
would seem to offer excellent possibilities. 





Better Understanding 


Perhaps you know a teen-ager or a 
church group that would be interested in 
making some friends abroad. One of 
the best avenues is through “Letters 
Abroad,” 45 East 65th Street, New York 
City, where in four years 100,000 “pen 
friends” have been matched up. 

Interestingly, there are many requests 
for American “pen friends” from Europe, 
Asia and Africa that this agency is work- 
ing constantly to fill. 


Think of the Possibilities! 


One of our exchanges features an ar- 
ticle on “The Joys of an Assistant Pas- 
tor” in which the writer makes this 
interesting statement to assistant pastors: 

“Your first job is to promote your chief. 
You see, it is like this: what people think 
of you doesn’t make a tremendous lot of 
difference. You are only the assistant. 
And don’t be humiliated or disturbed by 
that truth. That is the way it is. But in 


the building of the Church of God in the 
hearts of men and in the world in the 
spot that is assigned to your church, what 
people think of the chief minister deter- 
mines what will be accomplished. Can’t 
you see? You will exalt Jesus Christ by 
exalting your chief. It is tremendously 
important that the people of your com- 
munity think of your chief as a great Man 
of God and a great Christian Leader (em- 
phasis supplied). He is or he wouldn’t 
be in that spot. If he is less than perfect. 
and probably he is, you can help to lift 
him to higher levels. . The greatest 
service you can render to your church 
is to promote your chief... . 

“You can say a lot of things for your 
church as you move among the people 
that you could not say if you were the 
chief minister. You can boast about last 
Sunday’s sermon. . .. Then you do get 
a chance to casually tell what a wonderful 
blessing it is for the community to have 
a man like your pastor in it... .” 


Now we know what an assistant pastor 
is _ ae 

Fortunately, the writer of the article 
included several good ideas, but we 
couldn’t pass by these highly-geared 
Public Relations techniques that sound 
as if they were lifted from what has now 
come to be called the ““Madison Avenue 
boys.” 


Superlatives 


Don’t you sometimes weary of the com- 
petition in superlatives—particularly in 
“spiritual” undertakings? These claims 
as to the biggest or the oldest or the new- 
est or the first or the last seem a little 
out of place in the Christian program 
of self-forgetfulness. 

The temptation to claim the biggest 
church in the town or the synod or the 
nation, or the wealthiest congregation, or 
the most something or other—all this 
appears to be a form of striving after 
some kind of recognition which, it is 
hoped, will bring a sense of security now 
felt to be lacking! 

The tragedy is that a crucial advance 
in many a city is being held back today 
because some church is jealously guarding 
its priority or afraid of losing prestige 
or members if other churches are estab- 
lished in growing neighborhoods. It is 
the oldest or the first or the largest and its 
leaders want to keep it that way. In 
clutching its superlatives to itself, it is 
losing its present opportunity of service. 

Have you read about the competition 
in crosses? Here again it is the wrong 
kind, for it is obviously good New Testa- 
ment practice to provoke one another to 
good works and to take up a genuine 
cross, but when it comes to building the 
“biggest cross” as a regional or national 
shrine, then, it seems to us, somebody 
connected with the effort needs to do 
some thinking. 

Even if you do have the biggest cross, 
what good is it? The Junior Chamber 
of Commerce of Boise, Idaho, raised the 
money for a 60-foot steel cross on Table 


Rock, overlooking the city. What is ob- 
viously more deeply needed is the daily 
example of individuals and groups to 
demonstrate the meaning of the cross in 
their behavior. If the visible symbol 
stimulates real cross-bearing, that is good. 
What we fear, from usual procedures, is 
that it will stimulate pride in the symbol. 

By the way, the Boise cross weighs 
4,500 pounds. Does any city have a 
heavier one? 


GUEST EDITORS 


(NOTE: Perhaps your local paper would like 
to reprint this.) 


A Ninth Column? 


Is there a Ninth Column on your news- 
paper, where an unseen but mighty force 
is exposing corruption, calling for rea- 
son, molding the character and the de- 
cency and the strength of your commu- 
nity? 

Oh, I know it is a lot easier to peddle 
sex than sermons . . . to dramatize sin 
than service. But, if the human race 
is to survive we must have less of the 
former and more of the latter. 

I get a little sick when I see the glamor 
of newspapermen symbolized today by 
gossip and the witty quotes of punks and 
parasites of cafe society. What we need 
to do is look for men and women who 
will be an anchorage, a solid rock... 
upon which a confused community, state 
or nation can place its faith and trust. 

Is there a Ninth Column on your news- 
paper that makes it—as Grove Patterson 
put it—not just a business or a profes- 
sion . .. but a calling, where a man with- 
out ideas and ideals, without vision and 
imagination, is a chronic handicap to his 
community ? 





This is a great calling . . . in which 
even the humdrum handling of a reader’s 
complaint is a thread in a great chal- 
lenge . . . a romantic, adventurous des- 
tiny to lead and mold people. For a 
nation shall never be known merely by 
the lushness of its fields, the richness of 
its mines, the fertility of its forests, the 
bustling clamor of its industries. No, 
nations rise and fall by the kind of 
people they turn out. 

Is there a Ninth Column on your pub- 
lication, working to help turn out the 
kinds of people our nation and the world 
so sorely need in these troublous times ? 

-—GEoRGE ScHIED in the Valley Daily 
News, Tarentum, Pa. 


Justification by Faith. “The doc- 
trine of justification by faith has been 
called the formal principle of Protestant- 
ism. Its meaning is this: Man is saved, 
not by ethical striving or achievement, 
but by the joyous acceptance of God’s 
gift of salvation. Good works do not 
save men; they are the fruits of men who 
are saved.””-—JouHn A. Mackay. 
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THE PRIESTS OF MILETTA 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“His watchmen . . .are all dumb dogs, 
they cannot bark.”—Isaiah 56:10. 


HE PRIESTS of Miletta guarded 

the customs and once a week were 
vigilant to raise the question of an old 
fear.” 

It is not clear whether the author of 
that bitter sentence is expressing his own 
mind about ministers, or whether it is 
the impression of ministers held by his 
hero, the young man who became the 
doctor in “‘Not as a Stranger” (by Mor- 
ton Thompson: page 31, Signet edition). 
At any rate, the young man grows up 
from boyhood in Miletta, through his 
years of terrible toil as student in college 
and medical school, and on into profes- 
sional life, with hardly a glimpse of min- 
isters of any description. They are not 
around hospitals or colleges; they do not 
attend parties or go fishing; they simply 
are not in the picture at all. 

One can make two comments, one brief, 
one not so brief. The absence of min- 
isters from the American scene, as one 
would gather from reading this once best 
seller, is not true to the facts of life in 
our country. Their importance in the 
story may be zero—the hero does not 
react against them, he just never en- 
counters them; but they do count in 
American life, especially in the small 
towns where the scene of this story is 


laid. 


There are even towns where they 
count for more outside the church than 
they do inside. 


N THE other hand, this cynical 
comment on the priests of Miletta 
is true, more or less, of a type of preacher 
to be found in every church, and our 
own is no exception. It is an ancient 
type. Isaiah knew them—watchmen who 
are dumb dogs: their business and call- 
ing is to keep men alert; but they are 
no better than pet dogs with laryngitis, 
no use at all. Not that such priests are 
inactive—they may, on the contrary, be 
busy and energetic and eloquent. But 
what are they eloquent and energetic and 
busy about? 
Morals and religion, they would tell 
you. All their activities, all their public 
utterances on Sunday or any other day, 


are devoted to morals and religion. Some 
of them may use the words Faith and 
Life, but they understand these words not 
as the church at its best understands 
them, but in the Miletta version. Life— 
conduct—morals, whatever the word they 
use, is conceived in terms of the customs 
and habits, the social patterns and stand- 
ards, of the society where they live, or 
where their grandparents lived. For the 
priests of Miletta are sometimes a little 
behind their own era. They contend 
earnestly for the conduct once practiced 
by the saints (as of 1875, or 1900, or 
whatever is their Golden Age). 

There are other priests of Miletta 
who pride themselves on being up to 
date. 

They are not slow to join any ethical 
movement — they become crusaders 
against child labor, or for labor unions, 
or for better immigration laws, or what- 
not, after such movements have become 
respectable and a minister is a bit out- 
moded if he never mentions them. 

The first type, for instance, in these 
times, goes out of his way to defend a 
race-relations pattern set in times gone 
by; the other type is all for integration 
and writes to the papers denouncing ra- 
cial injustices done in other states of the 
union. But neither one would have 
thought anything about it unless society 
around him were in some excitement over 
it. 

The feature which unites these some- 
times warring priests is that for both 
of them, their ethical ideals do not find 
their real roots in their faith, but in the 
customs of society, past or present. The 
daring, the creative, the Spirit-kindled 
life is not theirs; they are afraid of it. 
They preach the respectabilities. If they 
remember that our Lord was criticized for 
being too friendly with disrespectable 
characters, they make up for him—they 
do not encourage such characters to come 
near their churches. 


HE PRIESTS of Miletta also raise 

the “question of an old fear.” If the 
author meant the fear of death, it is 
hardly necessary for meetings to be held 
weekly for this purpose. Fear of death is 
ever before men’s eyes, and much of our 
civilization’s energy is devoted to ward- 





round-the-world trip. 





Dr. Foreman, on sabbatical leave from Louisville Seminary, is now on a 


His plans have included interesting experiences in the American West, pro- 
ducing some stellar features—like one to be published here: 


“MORMONISM AS ADVERTISED” 


He is en route to Japan and Korea (where the Kenneth Foremans, Jr. are 
missionaries) and the Philippines; then, it is hoped, to Europe with special 
attention to Switzerland and Germany. 


Many of his weekly contributions will reflect this background. 
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ing off the inevitable. 
Miletta do raise fears. It used to be hell 
fire. Now it may be the Bomb, or the 
Communists, or even Creeping Socialism. 
In some form or other, the fear these 
priests are raising is the breakdown of 
the customs they are zealous to guard. 
“Civilization as we know it will disap- 
pear” is the chilling phrase. 

Still, the fear of death does recur. 
Death is certain; but the fear of it is 
surely not the basic theme of the Chris- 
tian’s Bible; it was not the main theme 
of Jesus’ preaching. The Christian mes- 
sage is not one of fear but of release 
from fear. It is not the fear of death 
but the potencies of life—life with God, 
life in God—that are the heart of the 
gospel. 


The priests of Miletta should read 
the New Testament. 


Yet the priests of 





Jesus lived in a land where a pattern 
of living, the world’s highest, morally 
speaking, had been most conscientiously 
worked out. There was a class of per- 
sons entirely devoted to practicing and 
teaching it—the scribes and Pharisees. 
But Jesus said, “Unless your righteous- 
ness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the King- 
dom of Heaven.” 


Jesus did not spend his time guard- 
ing the customs; he was sent to his 
death by the men who did. 


As for raising an old fear, he put more 
energy into the planting of a new hope. 
He lived in a smoldering time that was 
presently to burst into flame, and he 
knew it. Jesus had no illusions about 
future tribulations. But he bade his 
brothers look beyond the fires of men to 
the sunrise of God. 
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PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH LEADERS 
PRAISE HANOVER OPPORTUNITY 


HANoveR, IND. (RNS)—Moderators of 
the national youth councils of the na- 
tion’s three major Presbyterian bodies 
issued a statement here lauding the re- 
sults of the first joint sessions ever held 
by the groups. 

They said the week-long meetings 
“provided each group with new ideas and 


attitudes which will strengthen the work 
of the individual councils.” Through 
worship, study and fellowship, they de- 
clared, delegates from the three councils 
has grown “in our understanding of our 
common heritage as well as the value of 
a united effort in meeting the problems 
facing Christian youth today.” 








1956 


1837 DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Consecrated to Learning 
and to 
Spiritual Growth 
Davidson, N. C. 


John R. Cunningham, Presiden: 











Developing the Full Capacity 
Of Mind, Body and Soul 





Presbyterian College 


Marshall W. Brown, President Clinton. South Carolina 














239 Years of Service 


Love and Mavuage 


These, we are assured, “go together like a horse and 
carriage.” Things which have been joined together, like 
bread-and-butter, salt-and-pepper, peaches-and-cream, had 
better not be parted. Their affinity belongs to the nature 
of things. 

And there are two features in a strong financial program 
which should never be put asunder—Social Security and 
Life Insurance. By their very nature, they belong to 
each other. “You can’t have one without the other,” if 
you want to take advantage of the opportunities open to 
ministers. 

Wise men from East and West will write for facts to prove 
this point. 

PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
1717 — Two Hundred Thirty-nine Years — 1956 
Avexanver Mackie, President 
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The joint statement was signed by 
Harriet Adamson, Topeka, Kans., of the 
Westminster Fellowship National Coun- 
cil, Presbyterian, USA; Joyce Skeen, 
Hutchinson, Kans., of the National 
Youth Council, United Presbyterian 
Church, and Pat Miller, Atlanta, Ga., 
of the Presbyterian, U.S., Youth Council. 

The three councils held their annual 
meetings simultaneously here as well as 
joint sessions. 

“Although our councils are not united 
now, nor attempted to unite at this meet- 
ing,” the statement said, “they have dis- 
covered in their work common concerns 
and needs.” 


Many Areas Studied 

Among the areas studied, the modera- 
tors said, were evangelism, stewardship, 
preparation for military service, integra- 
tion, students and sex, missions and ju- 
venile delinquency. 

“A real interest was shown by the dele- 
gates in furthering ecumenical relation- 
ships through the United Christian Youth 
Movement, the United Student Christian 
Council and the World’s Student Christian 
Federation,” the statement continued. 

“Also, problems arising out of the 
growth of non-denominational youth move- 
ments were of major concern to the coun- 
cils.”’ 

More than 350 delegates attended the 
meetings. 


United Fellowship Is Urged 


Plans to unite the student movements 
of four Protestant denominations ad- 
vanced when the Westminster Fellow- 
ship National Council of the Presbyte- 
rian, USA, group called for continued 
consultations with the others involved. 

The latter are the United Student Fel- 
lowship (of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed and Congregational Christian 
Churches) and the Disciples Student Fel- 
lowship (Disciple of Christ). 

The groups are considering a proposed 
plan of union that would create a United 
Campus Christian Fellowship for a joint 
ministry to students and faculties at col- 
lges and universities over the country. 

Church union between the three Pres- 
byterian bodies represented at Hanover 
was not generally discussed at the ses- 
sions. The emphasis was upon their 
common concerns and more sharing of 
plans and study resources during coming 
years. 

In urging a continuation of union dis- 
cussions with the United and Disciples 
student groups the Westminster Fellow- 
ship council called for serious study of 
ways to keep the proposed new body 
closely related to the parent denomina- 
tions. 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited. Four-year Liberal Arts 
college for women. A.B. degree. Broad 
curriculum, small classes. 14 majors in- 
cluding music, art, Bible. dramatic arts. 
Courses in nursery school education. 112th 
year. Competitive scholarships. Catalog. 
MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
Dept. K, Staunten, Va. 
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The Presbyterian youth leaders also 
stressed the need for a ministry to older 
youth not attending college, to graduate 
students not active in college fellowship 
groups and to faculty members. 


U. P. School Contract 
Ruled Out in Kentucky 


FRANKFORT, Ky. (RNS)—The attorney 
general’s office ruled invalid here a por- 
tion of a contract of many years stand- 
ing between the Menifee County Board 
of Education and the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America. 

Under the contract, public schools in 
Frenchburg, the county seat, have long 
been conducted in property owned by the 
religious body. 

In the ruling, Assistant Atty. Gen. Rob- 
ert F. Matthews pointed out that, in ef- 
fect, a clause in the contract permits the 
Church to say that only teachers “agreed 
upon and approved” by it may work in 
the schools and the supervision of both 
teaching and student activities will be 
under its “exclusive discipline, manage- 
ment and control.” 

He said the attorney general’s office 
believes these provisions violate sections 
of the State Constitution concerning “ab- 
solute separation of Church and State” 
and ferbidding use of tax funds ‘‘for the 
support of any religious institution.” 

“The law,” he said, “places responsi- 
bilitv for cperation of schools in the 
public authorities.” 





““Stationary’’ racks 


in single or double 
face units snap-lock 
rigidly together to fit 


any space or provide 
capacity required. 





COAT and HAT RACKS 


Style D.F. 4-40, Portable Checker Rack ( payed 
is 4 ft. 2 in. long: holds 40 coats and hats 
wherever needed on large, ball-bearing- soles 
‘casters. Comes with or without checks and snap-on 
numbers. Strongly welded of square tubular, heavy 
gauge and highly embossed furniture steel Smart 
in modern baked finishes. Give lifetime service — 
never sag. creak or sway. 3 ft., 4 & 5 ft. units avail- 
able, as well as other efficient space saving equip- 
ment for every church, school, commercial, 
industrial and institutional need. 
ete tar Unllatin CW ese 
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The New (1957) 
Going-to-College 
Handbook 


we nee enn ene n enn n enn n nnn nnn nee nen nen nee n nnn n nner 


A Sept. 2, 9, 16 (or later) sermon 
to or about college students will 
find some illuminating points in 


the new Going-to-College Handbook 


—for instance, M. A. Thomas 
(South India) tells how he sees 
American students; AND major 
leaders of student work in the 
world treat the 


VOCATION OF A STUDENT 


IF YOUR CHURCH .. 


used the Handbook (or only 
spasmodically) you will be 


I-N-T-E-R-E-S-T-E-D 


IF YOU HAVEN’T USED THE BOOK EACH YEAR ... think why hun- 
dreds of pastors and churches across the nation wouldn’t fail to get 
this much-appreciated gift for their young people. 

1. It is a highly interesting and acceptable gift from the church in 
the early fall season—maybe tied-in with a sermon to students, with 
reference to some of the Handbook’s features. 

2. Primary use: for all high school students in a community, es- 
pecially those with any kind of Presbyterian or Reformed connection 
(from Freshmen up). 

3. The lively contents of the 1957 book—Leading educators on 
College Loans; David Read (The Open Mind); Scholarship listings; 
psychiatrists and counselors on good mental health; speech, eating 


habits, homesickness, etc., etc. New feature: A page of free items. 


Your early order will get early attention! 


. has never 





Pre-publication orders for Volume 11 (for 1957) went into the mails August 20, 
with others following hourly. If yours was an early order, keep in touch with your 
postoffice for early delivery. 











agemenemenean AIR MAIL ORDERS FOR EARLIEST DELIVERY="""=""""7""""" 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS 


Please enter our order as follows: 


1 North 6th St. e 


(circle one) 


Richmond 19, Va. 





300 copies 200 150 100 75 3 2 @ 


PRICE: 50¢ each; 20-99, 45¢. 100 or more, 40¢ each. Mailing envelopes 2¢ each or 
free with orders of 50 or more where needed and requested. Postage paid where cash 
accompanies order. 

Check here if this will provide for every high school and college student be- 
longing to your church, Sunday school, and youth group and claim a special 10% 
discount. 
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I goiter odeeceeeoseasenunennl CH GH Wi Whi oo cect cctincmunm 
Cash enclosed: $___..-.---- : ie, ME NE DIO oc rcaciciairamiemmcieimmucmaioe 
chaotic a os cas de re cea eeaaand Send _.____-..__-~-Maiting Envelopes. 

Also: Please send me _____ sets of all available previous volumes of the Handbook 


(5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) @ $2.50 per set. (For your youth leaders, church library, and/or office 
files for reference purposes and loan. Some sermonic material too). 
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Outlook friends and readers of Dr. Foreman 


have a special advantage in obtaining his new book 


Scheduled for October 1 publication 
by Association Press 





Now on a round-the-world tour, Dr. Foreman 
is shown above at his trusty typewriter where 
he grinds out his weekly Outlook feature. 


CANDLES ON THE GLACIER 


warm thoughts for a cold world, being Fables and 
ore Fantasies about Faith for the modern mind 


CANDLES 
on the 
GLACIER 


From the Foreman introduction: “The glacier is wide, the candles are small; but even 


one candle may save one man one mis-step.”’ 





These former Outlook features: 


Adam Afterward 
“In Deep Distress for 

He Was Very Rich” 
The Devil Who Had no Bed 
It Did Diana no Good 
The Most Neglected Friend 
Zeresh and All His Friends 


Faith and Radar 
Fill the Cup Gently 
God in the Grocery Store 


Survey at Sunset 

The Ocean Should Look Larger 
“That Ain’t Cookin’ ” 

All Water Is Wet 

Don’t Pull a Drawhead 

Eight Tons and One Bluebird 


Poison Ivy 


Sin Can Be Iatrogenic 

Man in a Jalopy 

Reflections on a Bed of Weeds 

Reflections in a Grocery 

The Importance of Being Third-Rate 

Sin in the Parking Lot 

The Clackety-Clack Club 

Clock-and-Calendar Christians 

Theology and Roses 

The King’s Jesters 

Elders and Beacons 

Noble Impulse Runs Third 

Does a Worm Have All the 
Intelligence He Needs? 

Walking Through His Mercies 

Caricatures 

The Untraveled Technologist 

Wizards in Conference 

“Life Is So Livable” 

The Ford in the Parlor 

Candles on the Glacier 

The Ingrown Rose 

The Morning Side Is Forward 

Cosmic Leaning Post 

Satan Is Only a Devil 

What, No Background Music? 

In the Breaking of the Bread 


Outlook friends and readers have a pre-publication opportunity for a sub- 
stantial saving for personal copies, Christmas, anniversary and other gifts. 


At the same time you may wish to get other Foreman books as listed below. 
TO PRESBYTERIAN BOOKSTORES 


Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Ga. ¢ Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas «e 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


Or, The Presbyterian Outlook, 1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
Please reserve for me at your special pre-publication price: 


___ copies of Dr. Foreman’s CANDLES ON THE GLACIER @ $2.50 each ($3 will 
be the published price). Also send me: 


' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 
' 
copies of FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, Thoughts About a Christian Marriage; {| 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 





$1.50 cloth; $1, paper; boxed, with wedding certificate. Quantity price; gift 
edition: 10-19 copies, 85¢ each; 20 or more, 75¢ each. 


copies of GOD’S WILL AND OURS (Faith, Foreordination and Freedom) dealing 
with predestination; 75¢, paper. 


copies of THE SAINT IN THE WINDOW AND THE SAINT IN THE HOUSE, 
25¢; inspiring message, especially appropriate for mothers at Christmas. 





packets, one each of all Foreman pamphlets, reprinted from The Outlook 
(15 or more), 35¢. 


$__EséCitth order; or charge to Trust Your Best Moods 
(name and full address) 
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Christ Speaks to His Churches 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for September 16, 1956 
Scripture Lesson: Revelation 1-3; Printed Text 1:9-11,17-18; 3:14-22 


Our next three lessons are to be taken 
from the Book of Revelation, which, to 
the average Christian, is one of the ob- 
scurest books in the canon. 

i. Its Author. His name was John 
(1:1,4). According to the traditional 
view of the church, he was John, the 
beloved disciple, who also wrote the Gos- 
pel and the Epistle that bear his name. 
Modern students are inclined to believe 
otherwise. For one thing, the author 
of Revelation never calls himself an 
apostle, though the title, if he were the 
son of Zebedee would have been natural 
and would have supported his authority. 
In addition, the “grammar, diction, style 
and theological outlook make it almost 
impossible to believe that the author of 
the Fourth Gospel was the author of 
Revelation.” All that we can be sure 
of is that he was a Jew, probably of 
Palestine, who had been active in the 
church at Ephesus. 

2. Time. It is generally agreed that 
the book was written about 95 or 96 
A.D., during the reign of Domitian. 

3. Place. Evidently the book was 
written from Patmos, a small island and 
penal settlement off the southwest coast 
of Asia Minor (the present Turkey). 
It seems that John had been banished 
there because of his fidelity to Jesus 
Christ (1:9). 

4. To Whom Written. The Revela- 
tion is directed especially to seven im- 
portant churches in th Roman province 
of Asia (western Asia Minor), churches 
which had been founded by Paul or his 
asseciates during the third missionary 
journey. 

5. Why Written? The church was 
undergoing severe persecution and John 
saw darker days ahead. The Roman 
Empire was tolerant of all religious 
faiths, provided their adherents paid 
divine honors to the emperor. To refuse 
such honors was regarded as disloyalty 
to the state. Vespasian issued an edict 
which condemned to death all who would 
not worship the image of the “‘beast”— 
as the image of the emperor was termed 
by John (13:15). It was left for Do- 
mitian, the son of Vespasian, who was 
morose, suspicious and cruel in the ex- 
treme, to institute the first general per- 
secution against the Christians. (The 
earlier persecution under Nero had been 
confined to those living in Rome.) 

“In 93 A.D. the persecution raged not 
only in Rome but in Asia also, and the 
Christian blood poured out in the last four 
years of his reign seemed to John, the 
writer of this book, to presage a universal 
martyrdom for all who were loyal to their 
faith and to cry aloud to God for ven- 
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geance (6:9). It was to encourage men to 
resist even unto blood the blasphemous 
claims of the Roman Emperor that this 
‘tract for the times’ was written.” (E. C. 
Caldwell) 

The book is difficult for the average 
reader to understand because “in order 
to cover the bald treason of the words, 
in case the letter fell into the hands of 
the authorities, John couched it in sym- 
bolic terms, similar to those with which 
the Jews were familiar from their study 
of Daniel, but unintelligible to an out- 
sider.” Modern scholarship has made 
it possible for us to grasp the message 
of the book in away that was not possible 
a generation or two ago. 

As Dr. Willett has written: 

“There have been many attempts to in- 
terpret Revelation in terms of the events 
of later centuries; but we can start with 
the assurance that John was not talking 
about Mohammed nor the Papacy (nor 
Communism), but about Rome, which in 
his day symbolized paganism, sensuality, 
cruelty and persecution.” 

John writes to say that in the coming 
conflict the church will emerge victorious, 
that Christ’s kingdom will be established, 
despite all opposing power. 

The first three chapters form the pro- 
logue to the book. It consists of a pre- 
face (1:1-3); an opening salutation 
(1:4-8); a vision of the glorified Christ 
(1:9-16), and John’s commission (1:17- 
20) followed by his charge to the seven 
churches (chapters 2-3). 


The Preface, 1:1-3 


The preface describes the source, the 
contents, the significance of the book. 
The words are a revelation from God, 
through Jesus, by an angel, of “what 
must soon take place,” must soon take 
place, not twenty centuries hence, but 
soon; must soon take place, because they 
are the fulfillment of God’s eternal pur- 
pose. 


The Salutation, 1:4-8 

The salutation follows the usual form 
—writer, readers and greeting. The 
greeting invokes upon the recipient of the 
letter grace and peace from God—Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. First, God the 
Father, who is and who was, and who 
is to come—who in the past, in the pres- 
ent, and in the future is eternally the 
same—who has reigned in the past, is 
living in the present, and will accom- 
plish his purpose in the days still to 
come. Second, from the seven spirits 
that are before his throne. As Dr. Cogg 
says: “This is generally understood as 
a reference to the Holy Spirit (or to the 
activities of God in the world), the num- 


ber seven expressing the perfection of 
God’s energy and perhaps referring to 
the churches in which the Spirit works.” 
Third, from Jesus Christ, who is a trust- 
worthy witness, the firstborn of the dead, 
and now the sovereign of the kings of 
the earth, who shall return as he fore- 
told riding on the clouds of heaven. 

In this salutation God is represented 
as the Sovereign of the universe, whose 
purposes through Jesus Christ must be 
accomplished. How should this faith 
affect us in the present? Does it mean 
that God’s purposes will be accomplished 
with or without our aid? Does the prog- 
ress of God’s purpose depend upon our 
attitude? Does it stimulate or deaden 
our activities to know that in the end 
God’s will must be done? 


The Vision of the Glorified Christ, 

1:9-16 

After this glorious doxology the writer 
pauses to describe the divine source of 
his message. “I, John, your brother 
[though he is the authoritative messenger 
of God, he occupies the same ground as 
other members of the Church], who share 
with you in Jesus the tribulation and 
the kingdom and the patient endurance 
(these three things go together: only he 
who endures patiently the tribulation that 
loyalty to Christ demands is worthy to 
inherit the blessings of God’s kingdom) 
was on the islend of Patmos (an exile, 
or prisoner) on account of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus.” It 
was on the Lord’s Day, (one of the 
earliest references to Sunday); the day 
on which the Lord had risen from the 
grave, and which had therefore become 
the Christian’s supreme day of worship. 
And he was in the Spirit, as we should all 
be on this day. It was under the power 
and direction of the Spirit that John 
was able to see beyond his present diffi- 
culties and envisage the ultimate victory 
of God’s Kingdom. In the Spirit on the 
Lord’s Day, says John, “I heard behind 
me a loud voice like a trumpet, saying, 
‘Write what you see in a book and send 
it to the seven churches’ [in the prov- 
ince of Asia]. Then I turned to see the 
voice that was speaking to me, and on 
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 
and in the midst of the lampstands one 
like a son of man, clothed with a long 
robe, and with a golden girdle about his 
breast.” 

The seven lampstands symbolize the 
seven churches, whose function it was 
to embody and give forth God’s light 
upon the earth (See Mt. 5:14). In im- 
mediate relationship to the churches 
John perceives the church’s Lord. The 
expression “one like a son of man” is 
taken from Daniel 7:13. John’s readers 
would understand that it was the Mes- 
siah whom John is describing. He moves 
among the lampstands as if he were the 
priest tending the lights. His robe down 
to his feet symbolizes his dignity, pos- 
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sibly his priesthood. 
suggest royalty. 

The language of vs. 14 comes from 
the description of the Ancient of Days 
in Daniel 7:9. Significant is it that 
the description of the Lord is in terms 
of the traditional picture of the Almighty. 
The white hair means pre-existence or 
great age. In either case it indicates 
wisdom and experience. The blazing 
eyes represent all penetrating insight, the 
consuming wrath of holiness against sin. 
Feet like bronze refined in a furnace 
suggest strength and stability, power to 
trample down all his enemies (Ezekiel 
i fe i 

Dr. Clogg, in the Abingdon Bible 
Commentary, suggests that the roar of the 
Aegean around seagirt Patmos was in 
his mind when he wrote, “His voice was 
like the sound of many waters.” If so, 
there is again the suggestion of unlimited 
power. The seven stars are explained 
below. The two-edged sword is the sym- 
bol of judicial authority (cf. 9:13-15). 


The Author’s Commission, 1:17-20 


The seer was overwhelmed at the vis- 
ion and fell prone to the ground, but was 
reassured by Jesus who reminded him 
that he was the first and the last (i.e., the 
eternal one, from whom all has come, and 
in whom all must end), a living Lord, 
one who had conquered death and could 
rescue from its grasp all who trust in 
him. “So,” the voice continues, “write 
what you have seen, what is now, and 
what is to happen hereafter. The secret 
meaning [rather than mystery] of the 
seven stars that you saw in my right hand 
and of the seven golden lampstands is 
this: The seven stars are the guardian 
angles of the seven churches and the 
seven lampstands are the seven churches” 
(Goodspeed). 

The “angels” of the churches have 
been interpreted in various ways: (1) 
as the messengers who take the letters: 
(2) as the bishop, or pastor, or elders 
of the churches; (3) as their guardian 
angels; (4) as the heavenly counterpart 
or representatives of the churches, while 
the candlesticks are the actual churches. 
The last is perhaps the best. 
says: 


The golden girdle 


As Clogg 


“The angels represent the ideal, the 
lampstands, the reality. Christ holds in 
his hand the stars, which are the angels 
or ideals of the churches, and the candle- 
sticks. He has the ideals in his power: 
in him alone they can be realized. By the 
angels is personified the essential spirit 
of the churches.” 


Dr. Clogg continues: 


“The significance of this vision is that 
among these churches, which were typical 
in their weakness and their strength of 
the universal church, there moves the 
risen Christ. They were surrounded by 
paganism, but their Lord held them in 
his hand. Persecution, however, severe, 
can be borne if seen against the back- 
ground of the eternal order. Material 
power and physical force are not the dom- 
inant factors. The Lord who became dead, 


14 


and who is alive forevermore, he is the 
Lord of life, he is the arbiter of human 
history.” 


The Letter to the Seven Churches, 
Rev. 2-3 


In Revelation 2-3 we have the letters 
that John was commanded to write to the 
seven churches: Ephesus, a church of 
hard orthodoxy, but lacking in love; 
Smyrna, a church which had proved 
its loyalty in times of trial; Pergamum, 
a church which had grown tolerant of 
evil; Thyatira, a worldly church; Sardis, 
a dead church; Philadelphia, a weak, but 
faithful church; Laodicea, a smug, in- 
different church. We also have Christ’s 
ideal for these churches. 

The suggestion made in the Scofield 
Bible and elsewhere that in these seven 
letters we have pictures of seven succes- 
sive periods in the history of the church 
is pure fancy and reveals a mistaken 
conception of the meaning of this im- 
portant book. As Dr. D. W. Richardson 
has written: 

“The seven churches addressed actually 
existed in John’s day, sources of light in 
great centers of heathen religion and cul- 
ture. There were also other churches, 
fulfilling the same function, and these 
seven are selected as typical or representa- 
tive of the whole church. The seven letters 
are intended for the instruction, warning 
and comfort of all the church in all ages.” 

We can look only at the one letter in- 
cluded in our printed text. 


A Lukewarm Church, 3:14-22 


Laodicea was situated at the intersec- 
tion of three well-traveled roads; it was 
a large and growing city; a wealthy bank- 
ing and manufacturing center, with a 
flourishing medical school. It was famed 
for its manufacture of cloth, made from 
its native, glossy, black wool, and for 
an eye salve compounded at its medical 
school. But we are concerned with the 
message to the church at Laodicea. 

1. The Speaker, 14. Christ identifies 
himself here as the Amen, the truth or 
reality that lies behind all passing things; 
a word which emphasizes the certainty 
of that which he is to communicate; it 
is explained more fully in the phrase 
that follows, “the faithful and true wit- 
ness”; he is furthermore, “the beginning 
of God’s creation’”—not so much the 
beginning of God’s creation as the be- 
ginner of it, or it may be, ‘“‘the beginning 
of God’s new creation,” that is, the first- 
born from the dead. 

2. Commendation. It is noteworthy 
that the church at Laodicea is the one 
church which receives no commendation. 
Are we to understand that a smug, self- 
satisfied congregation (or individual) 
merits no commendation from the Lord? 

3. Reproof, 15-17. The church in 
Laodicea was wealthy; its members had 
prospered and felt the need of nothing 
more. Their standards were little dif- 
ferent, if at all, from the social and busi- 
ness community of which they were a 


part. They were not aware of their spirit- 
ual poverty, or of their moral obtuseness; 
not only tepid, but content to be so; proud 
rather of their material wealth, and high 
social standing. 

Bernard Iddings Bell of Chicago quotes 
a letter recently received from a friend: 
“The church here has everything—“from 
an exquisite chapel to a gymnasium and 
a manual training shop for young Epis- 
copalians to enjoy themselves in. There 
is money all over the place. . . . It’s im- 
pressive all right, but it seems more like 
a social club.” “There are many such 
parishes,” commented Dr. Bell, “in 
which Christ is gently revered and his 
upsetting utterances muffled.” The 
Church at Laodicea was perhaps of this 
type. 

“Because you are lukewarm, and neither 
hot nor cold,” said Christ, “I will spew 
you out of my mouth.” The Greek tense 
suggests rather, “I am about to spew you 
out of my mouth”; in other words, “I 
shall be compelled to do so, unless you 
accept the counsel I am about to give.” 

4. Exhortation, 18-19. Christ has a 
threefold counsel to offer: (1) do not 
rely on the gold held to your credit in 
the banks of Laodicea, but buy of me, 
without price and money, as in Isaiah 
55:1 (cf. Rev. 21:6) gold refined by 
fire, that true wealth of the spirit, which 
none of life’s trials can destroy; (2) 
clothe yourself not with the black woolen 
garments for which Laodicea is famous 
but with the white raiment which a true 
Christian faith provides, a life unspotted 
from the world, and of which you need 
not be ashamed; (3) better than the 
famed eye salve for which Laodicea is 
famous apply the gospel salve which 
destroys self-deception and _ restores 
spiritual vision. Though severe, the 
Lord’s rebuke comes from love. The suf- 
fering which they are about to undergo 
is intended to chasten; to lead them to 


repentance. 
5. Promise, 20-22. ‘Behold I stand 
at the door and knock... .” “God is 


always courteous,” said Francis of As- 
sisi, “and does not invade the privacy 
of any human soul.” 

Or, as W. C. Braithwaite, the Quaker 
theologian, has put it: 


“God’s intercourse with us is not an 
authority which crushes us into ‘worms,’ 
but a love which respects and safeguards 
our personalities; and the same must be 
the law of our intercourse with one an- 
other, as individuals and as nations. He 
knocks at the door of our lives, and we 
can let him in, but the latch is on our 
side. It is from within human person- 
ality that he seeks to help us, through 
prophet and saint and sage, supremely 
through the expression of his character 
in Jesus Christ, and through all the ages 
by the whisper of his Spirit in our hearts; 
and it is from within our own personali- 
ties that the response which admits his 
love and life must be made.” 


Quite so; he stands at the door of every 
heart and knocks, but only we can let 
him in. We may share his companion- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





spirit- 
eness ; 
proud 
| high 


quotes 
riend: 
“from 
n and 
Epis- 
There 
’s im- 
e like 
such 
_ 
d his 

The 
f this 


either 
spew 
tense 
w you 
is, “I 
Ss you 
ive.” 
has a 
o not 
lit in 
f me, 
saiah 
d by 
which 

(2) 
‘oolen 
mous 
1 true 
rotted 
need 
1 the 
ea is 
which 
stores 
_ the 
 suf- 
dergo 
‘m to 


stand 
od is 
f As- 


ivacy 
taker 


ot an 
rms,’ 
uards 
ist be 





BOOK NOTES 


Scheduled for publication in London 
by the Student Christian Movement Press 
is a book by John Bright, Professor of 
Old Testament at Union Seminary in 
Va. The book is called Early Israel in 
Recent History Writings: A Study in 
Method. It is described as having to do 
“with the problem of method that de- 
cisively affects both the writing and un- 
derstanding of the history of Israel.” 

* * * 

Recent and soon-to-be published books 
by the Religious Book Club of Great 
Britain include the following: 

Publicans and Sinners: A Study of the 
Ministry of Jesus, by H. G. G. Herklots. 

Partnership: The Study of an Idea, 
by Max Warren (September). 

Sin and Salvation, by Lesslie Newbigin 
(November). 





x * * 

Book Club selections for the early fall 
include these: 

Religious (September) — Understand- 
ing and Conuseling the Alcoholic 
Through Religion and Psychology, How- 
ard J. Clineville, Jr. Abingdon. 

Pulpit (September)—The Living of 
These Days, Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
Harper. 





ship if we will; and if, with his aid, we 
emerge victorious over life’s trials and 
temptations, we shall share in his 
triumph. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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Pastoral Psychology (September)— 
The Mind Goes Forth, Harry and Bonaro 
Overtstreet. W. W. Norton. 

* * * 

The Sprunt lectures of Union Seminary 
in Va., delivered in 1955 by H. H. Row- 
ley of Manchester, England, will appear 
in September in Great Britain from the 
Student Christian Movement Press under 
the title of The Faith of Israel. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%: 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 


RECORDED RELIGIOUS MUSIC: reduced 

price to churches. 12” LPs by famous 
NBC organist Paul Carson, $2.50 each. Get 
selection list from CHURCH BROADCAST- 
ING ASSOCIATES, Box 186, San Anselmo, 
California. 


RELIGIOUS NEWS 


Weekly 15-Minute Radio Script 
Nationwide and worldwide 
Only $3.00 per week. 
Direct reports voiced by overseas re- 
porters (on tape) available as supple- 
ment. 

Full details and samples on request. 
For all radio/TV needs, write: 














sources. 


Church Broadcasting Associates 
Box 186 San Anselmo, California 











*) FOR YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY 
10, eye-catching, 9''x12"’ Library 
posters in attractive color with 


catchy slogans--ideal for bulletin 


board display, encourages reading 
Kit No. CL-201 includes 10 posters with com- 
$1.00 


COWMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC 


plete display instructions. 
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SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 
QUALITY FABRICS 
LASTING BEAUTY 


Write for catalog G7 


BENTLEY & SIMON : 
7 WEST 36 ST + NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 





Let’s get acquainted! 


You may not know that your Church 
operates three book stores to help you 
lead a full Christian life. Or perhaps 
you are aware there is such a service, but 
don’t know just how it works—or why. 


We'd like to get better acquainted, so 
here’s a warm invitation to stop in and 
visit when you’re in Atlanta, Dallas, or 
Richmond. Meantime, here are some of 
the ways we can serve you by mail: 

1. One source of supplies. Thousands 
of items from paraments to paintings, 
from chalk to choir robes, can be bought 
through your stores—almost anything you 
need for church or church school. 


2. Convenient way to order books. 
Besides specializing in religious books, 
vour store can supply you with almost 
any book available. 


3. Satisfaction with your purchase. 
Because your store handles only good 
merchandise and exists only to serve you, 
you can order by mail with complete 
confidence. We guarantee your satis- 
faction with every item. 


4. Charge accounts. There is no ex- 
tra, or “hidden,” cost to you for this 
service. 


5. Christian stewardship at work. 
All profits are used to carry on and en- 
large your Church’s program of Christian 
education, which serves your local 
church. Your purchases help both you 
and the Church. 


Yes, it’s practical stewardship to use 
your .. 


Presbyterian 
Book Stores 


Clip this coupon and send it in for 
a copy of the big Book and Supply 
Catalog with over 1,300 items. Or just 
send us a postcard request. 








Please send me a free copy of your 1957 
Book and Supply Cotalog. 


Name 


Address 


City State 


Presbyterian Book Stores 
Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Georgia 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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CHANGES 

John B. Spragens, Presbyterian, U. S., 
director of youth work, will become 
minister of education in the First church, 
Dallas, Texas, Nov. 1. 

M. O. Sommers, from Kingsport, Tenn., 
to 1027 W. 6th North St., Morristown 
Tenn. 

William Dixon 
Middlesboro, Ky., has become pastor of 
the Downtown church, Nashville, Tenn. 
This church was formerly a part of the 
First church of Nashville and continues 
in the building which had been used by 
the First church. 

Osro W. Randall, 
Mexico, to Box 210, 
Mexico. 

George H. Mack, from Wautaca, Wisc., 

833 Wakefield Dr., Bowling 
Ky. 

Joseph D. Ryan, from Laurium, Mich., 
to 130 Northport Crescent St., Bad Axe, 
Mich. 

William T. Kennon, from the Wood- 
lawn church, Birmingham, Ala., to 305 
Kenwood Dr., Louisville 14, Ky. 

Joseph W. Walker has resigned as 
pastor of the Selma, N. C., church and will 
study at New College, U. of Edinburgh, 
Scotland during the coming term. 

T. W. Buchanan, from Kingsport, Tenn., 
to Piedmont, Ala. 

T. R. Elder, from Crane, Texas, to the 
Community Presbyterian Church, Natalia, 
Texas 

David E. Boozer, from Marietta, 
to the Flemington, Ga., church. 

E. L. Willingham, who spent the last 
year studying in Westminster Seminary, 
is now serving the Hollywood and Chicod 
churches, near Greenville, N. C. 

E. D. Viser, from Garner, N. C. 
13, Lumber Bridge, N. C. 

Elmer D. Wood, from Huntsville, Texas, 
to Box 106, Trinity, Texas. 

B. Hoyt Evans, formerly of the Union 
Church, Gastonia, N. C., is now serving 
the Hopewell Church near Hunterville, 
N. C 
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DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 
A four-year college for men and 
women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individual 
student. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


DAVID K. ALLEN, President 








Taylor O. Bird, Wilmington, N. C., has 
accepted a call to the Bethany and Elm- 
wood churches, near Statesville, N. C. 

Andrew Byers has resigned as pastor 
of the Alice, Texas, church. 

E. A. Jupiter, formerly of the Harrison 
Street church Longview, Texas, has been 
dismissed to the Congregational Christian 
Church. 

Dan E. Goldsmith, formerly executive 
secretary of Paris, Texas, Presbytery, is 
beginning his new work as _ assistant 
pastor of the First Church, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

T. O. Perrin, Sulphur Springs, Texas, 
has becn retired by Paris Presbytery. 

E. H. Denman, formerly of Hooks, 
Texas, is now serving the Stamps, Ark., 
and Louisville churches. 

Dan H. McCown, formerly of Keytes- 
ville, Mo., is now pastor of the Wake 
Village church, Texarkana, Texas. 

Donald H. Goshorn, formerly of Charles- 
ton, W. Va., is now serving the Byrd and 
Hebron churches, at Irwin and Sabot, Va. 

Paul E. Corbett, Jr., formerly Minister 
of Education in the Second Church, Mem- 
phis, is beginning his new work as pastor 
of the Frayser Church in Memphis. 


DEATHS 

Roy L. Davis, executive secretary of 
the Synod of Arkansas, died in Little 
Rock August 14, exactly one week before 
his 64th birthday. He lived only a few 
hours following a heart attack. Originally 
in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, he was also for some years an 
administrator for Near East Relief in 
Russia and Syria. He was at one time 
a professor at Assiut College in Egypt, 


and also served with the YMCA both for 
this country and with the British Army, 
Before going to his last post of service 
in Little Rock, he was secretary of pub- 
lic relations for Southwestern at Memphis 
from 1942 to 1950. 


Ewell Van Buren Wiley, 54, pastor at 
Loray, N. C., died there August 18. For 
a good many years he was pastor at 
Waxhaw, N. C., and later at Norwood, 
y. € 

Harry H. Munroe, 
Japan for 35 years, died in Pinehurst, 
N. C., Aug. 23. The Munroes returned to 
this country just before the outbreak of 
World War II. Since then he served as 
pastor at McClellanville, S. C., Ferriday, 
La., and Cape Charles, Va. Since retir- 
ing several years ago they lived in Day- 
tona Beach, Fla. Mrs. Munroe died last 


December. 
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Synod of North Carolina 


Educational excellence. Moderate 
charges. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to best colleges as juniors. Profes- 
sor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests and guidance. Ath- 
letics. Liberal arts. Business. Prepara- 
tory grades 11 and 12. Member So. 
Assn. Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Summer School. 
Louis C. LaMotte, President 
Maxton, North Carolina 
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WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


\ four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church. State. Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 








Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 


Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian, Accred- 
ited by Association of American Universities, South- 
ern Associaton, National Association of Schools of 
Music, American Association of University Women, 
American Medical Association, etc. Charges average 
$370 per semester for tuition. fees, room, board, 
and may be met in part by self-help. Address 


RALPH WALDO TLOYD. President 


Maryville, Tennessee 











A GRAND PAST— 
A GREAT PRESENT— 
A GLORIOUS FUTURE— 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 


FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 








terian. 


College 


Founded 1819 
‘Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses ..... 
ror women and men student~ !t most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully acerelited. Liberal Arts. 
Famous for distinguished alumni. 


Send for illustrated booklet 
Walter A. Groves, Ph.D., President 


Presby- 
Fine facilities. 


Danville, Ky. 
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